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SPONSORS

25 YEARS

¢ .

In celebration of the 25th Anniversary of STEP, it is with
immense gratitude of the STEP Board, and the greatest
appreciation of tens of thousands Inland Empire
students and educators, that we acknowledge our
sponsors and partners who make our STEP programs
possible. With our sponsors’ steadfast commitment
to supporting our STEM outreach programs, we are
able to excite our young people about good careers in
a variety of STEM fields.

Inspiring students to pursue careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

Science and Technology Education Partnership,(STEP) https:/www.stepconference.org/
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IN-KIND

Gipeciaf; fhants!

We also thank our many In-Kind
Sponsors who provide numerous
volunteer hours, delicious meals, and
educational resources. Your support
adds depth to our programs as we
showcase good career opportunities
for all the young people who

participate in our programs.
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OVERVIEW

held each October, provides STEM
experiences to K-12 students and
their teachers, which include a STEP
Science Show, STEM exhibit booths,
presentations, and small-group
workshops.

provides teachers and administra-
tors with tools to make STEM sub-
jects more interesting and relevant
for their students.

which was added in 2023 at the
suggestion of local employers and
college educators, is dedicated to
providing counselors with STEM
education roadmaps to guide
students in preparing for STEM
educations, focused on math, the
“language of STEM-

are week-long STEM summer
camps, which provide extended
learning experiences for ninth grade
to twelfth grade students to learn
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about STEM careers in their communi-
ty in the areas of policing, fire-fighting,
public utilities, manufacturing, and
the R&D needed to produce solutions
to community problems. In 2023 we
added another STEM Summer Lear-
ning Lab, STEM IN DEFENSE (STEM

ID) dedicated to engaging students

in information technology, artificial
intelligence, 3D imaging/printing, and
the use of drone technologies.

also recommended and introduced in
2023 to create a,,STEM learning pipe-
line“ for younger students. PATTERNS,
PUZZLES, & PRACTICES (P?) is dedica-
ted to 5th & 6th grade students and
focuses the students on inventing
games using math. STEM FUNdamen-
tals is dedicated to 7th & 8th grade
students to teach them the skills
they will use in the STEM Summer
Learning Labs, when they are high
school students, especially the rele-
vance of math for STEM educations.
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Student STEPCon24, Hands-On Exhibits, Riverside CA

Educator STEPCon24, Scholarship Recipients, Riverside, CA
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HISTORY

For 25 years, the STEP Conference has provided
K-12 students with exciting opportunities to engage
with STEM professionals and learn about various
careers available in the Riverside and San Bernardino
Counties of Southern California, the Inland Empire.
The STEP Conference (now branded as STEPCon -
STUDENT) includes a STEP Science Show conducted
by engineers from General Atomics located in
San Diego. The Science Show demonstrates many
fundamental scientific principles and engineering
applications in a way that reaches audiences of
all ages. In addition, students experience a variety
of exhibit booths showcasing various STEM
careers, including in the Navy, Police Department,
Fire Department, Public Utilities, Engineering,
Manufacturing, Environment, Education, Medicine,
and Technology. At these booths students interact
with STEM professionals and learn how STEM skills
are used in various careers.

Pre-COVID, the STEP Conference was held in person over a
two day period for 2,500 students per day from throughout
Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. Pivoting during
COVID-19 isolation in 2020, the STEP Conference transitioned
to STEPCon20 -- STUDENT, providing an entirely online
virtual experience for the students and their teachers. This
required significantly more investment in an on-line platform,
archiving on YouTube, on-line production time and significant
AV equipment and technical operations experts. We were
extremely pleased with the results -- we saw our attendance
triple to almost 15,000 students and their teachers, reaching
throughout the Inland Empire, and beyond! Post-COVID, we
have adopted a single day of broadcast-technology-intensive
hybrid programming, to include many more under-served
students and districts throughout the two very large counties

of the Inland Empire.
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In 2017, the long-standing, half-day STEP Educator Conference
was expanded to a full-day to provide more outstanding STEM
education tools and professional development for educators. It
was not conducted during COVID-19, in 2020 or 2021, because
of the in-person and hands-on nature of our STEP Educator
Conference. Post COVID-19, in 2022, we re-introduced
STEPCon22 - EDUCATOR, with good attendance by educators
eager to resume meeting together. At the recommendation
of local employers and college educators, STEPCon 23 --
COUNSELOR was introduced. It is focused on providing K-12
counselors course roadmaps to help students plan their
classes depending upon their career interests. The STEPConXX
-- EDUCATOR and COUNSELOR conferences are intended
to inspire educators and counselors to further develop their
knowledge of best practices for advising their teachers and
their students on how to make the best use of time invested
in students’ education. Keynote speakers from throughout
the country, along with local educational professionals
provide inspiration and information. The highlights of these
conferences are the STEP Student Scholarship winners, who
share how they have been guided and inspired by educators

and counselors in preparing for their STEM college degrees.

Beginning in 2017, the STEM Summer Learning Labs were
developed in partnership with the Riverside Police Department
and Riverside Fire Department , with the first program being
STEM in Law Enforcement and Public Safety, (STEM LEAPS).
Since then, we have developed the many additional week-long
experience-based programs: STEM in Public Utilities (STEM
PULL), STEM in Advanced Manufacturing (STEM | AM), STEM
In Advanced Manufacturing (STEM | AM), STEM In Defense
(STEM ID), and STEM Solutions focused on using STEM tools
to develop solutions to challenges including health, availability
of food, quality of life, and sustaining our environment. These
programs provide high school students with 40 hours of
hands-on learning focused on STEM educations and careers.
During each week, teams of students use an engineering design
process called “We Are All Designers” to develop and then
present a STEM project based on the information they learned.
Student teams are awarded cash scholarship prizes for each
program’s top three teams. These programs provide excellent
opportunities to “test drive” prospective STEM careers while

they develop valuable professional skills.
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Student Research Showcase, Student STEPCon24, Bourns Technology Center, Riverside, CA
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